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Side News

= Bahrain 'offers lowest cost for doing business in GCC' — While Bahrain has
the most liberalised and competitive IT sector in the region, it also leads on most
indicators for cost of doing business in the GCC region — a market worth S1.5
trillion, said professional services firm KPMG in a new report. Trade Arabia

= Iranis the architect of its own downfall - Yesterday, the Trump administration
reimposed sanctions on Iran's oil, gas, shipping and banking industries with more
on the way. EU states have announced their displeasure while vowing to
circumvent existing financial channels "allowing European exporters and
importers to pursue legitimate trade". Gulf News

= |srael-Arab ties warm up after long deep freeze - Israel's leaders often refer
to their country being in a "tough neighbourhood” but recently there have been
some extraordinary signs of friendliness with parts of the Arab world. BBC


http://www.tradearabia.com/news/REAL_347205.html
https://gulfnews.com/opinion/thinkers/iran-is-the-architect-of-its-own-downfall-1.2298171
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-46075180

ol
a8l hllg a_wgallg dua Ul piwll ol awljal gl j 530
Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy Studies DER ASAT

= Security Brief: Watching for Election Meddling in Midterms; Iran Sanctions
Return — With midterms around the corner, influence operations against the
election are strangely quiet. Long-awaited sanctions on Iran are back, but the
Trump administrationis struggling to fully implement them without harming the
global economy and infuriating allies. Foreign Policy

= What If America Invaded Iran? Why a War Would Not Be Easy. - Regime
change might work, but there's little good reason to believe the chances of such
are high. A war would incur serious costs on Iran, but would also commit the
United States to the destruction of the Islamic Republic, a process that could take
decades, if it succeeds at all. The National Interest

= How energy infrastructure is shaping geopolitics in East Asia - Large-scale,
cross-border energy infrastructure connects states in long-term relationships.
A choice of a pipeline route or a decision about where to develop an
interconnected power grid reflects economic and energy security priorities
among states, as well as political motivations and geopolitical objectives. The
European Sting

= Why the U.S. Can't Control MBS - The murder of the journalist Jamal Khashoggi
in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul on October 2 has damaged the Saudi regime's
image and credibility worldwide. Partners of Saudi Arabia that have always
cherished their close relationships with the regime and refrained from overtly
criticizing its domestic repression, such as France, Germany, and the United
Kingdom, have spoken out in the aftermath of the murder and demanded a clear
and honest investigation. Foreign Affairs

= Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Isn't Indispensable - Since the controversy
surrounding the murder of critic Jamal Khashoggi, Saudi Arabia has been able to
count on the support of most Arab states. Even as officials privately expressed
the hope that the international condemnation of the Washington Post
columnist's killing would curb the powers of Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the kingdom's de facto ruler, their public statements have been
unequivocal. Bloomberg
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https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/11/05/security-brief-watching-for-election-meddling-in-midterms-iran-sanctions-return/
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/what-if-america-invaded-iran-why-war-would-not-be-easy-35207
https://europeansting.com/2018/11/05/how-energy-infrastructure-is-shaping-geopolitics-in-east-asia/
https://europeansting.com/2018/11/05/how-energy-infrastructure-is-shaping-geopolitics-in-east-asia/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/saudi-arabia/2018-11-05/why-us-cant-control-mbs
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-11-05/saudi-crown-prince-bin-salman-isn-t-indispensable
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