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Iran ‘single most d

TRAN has boen described as the “singhe
most destabilising factor” in the region
a5 it expands its military intorvention in
the Arsb workd

US Special Envoy for Syria and
Levant Affairs deputy assistant sec
tetary Joel Rayburn yesterday said
Tehran continued 10 be a destabilising
force in the region by intervening n
Syria and other countries

He also wamed that lran was
expanding on a larger scale under the
guidance of the Islamic Revolutionary
Cuard Comps (IRGC) and Al Quds
Force, which he said were using for
eign militias

“The lranian regime s conducting
& military intervention in the Arab
world in an unprocedented manner by
establishing strategic outposts across
the Northern Middie Fast and Yemen,
said Mr Raybum

“They can use this 1o sttack not only

f @ BAHRAIN Lo [

Israel but Arab states and the US in
the region
This makes Iran the single most
ining factor in the Maddie East
Mr Raybum was speaking on the
iaion o & woilabey on Shvien
es, which was organised by

the Batuain Contre for Strategic
International and  Energy  Studies
(Derasat)

The workshop gatherad intemational
md regional exports 10 discuss the
safe retum and remtogration of Syran
refugees along with challenges facmg
host countrics.

The Irantan regime 1s hingang mil
wants from Afghanistan, Pakistan, lraq
md Lebanon who mre used as fool
soldiers in Syria, which is essentially
a foreign invasion of Syria,” added Mr
Raybum

He also said the US,
global coalion, will continue o climi
nate Da’esh, also known as the Islamic

Bahrain vows help
for Syrian refugees

By SANDEEP SINGH GREWAL

BAHRAIN remains com-
mitted 1o helping Syrian
refugees reintegrate  back
home, as part of intern
tional efforts 1o counter
the biggest humanitarian
cnisis of the 21st century,
stressed a senior official

Bahrain  Centre  for
Strategic, International and
Energy  Studies
board chairman Dy
Abdulla  bin
Ahmed Al
Khalifa high.
lighted  how
the  Syrian
ovil war has
caused  global
ramifications
with Furopean
and Nordic
countries expe
mencing  the
socio-political
effects

He was
spoaking yes
ferday ot
workshop held
ot Derasat 10 discuss the safe
retum of Syr refugees and
challenges  host  countries
were facing

(Derasat)
Shaikh

along with its
The US pe

ugee crisis
and ensure its forces were on  ognising that
m Syna o thwart  responsible for

violence agan

Country of

Asylurn

Turkey 1564919
Lebanon 976,002
Jordan 671420
Iraq Jan696
ot 131,019

i

It was attended
by UN officials
along with repre
sentatives  from
the World Bank
and senior  US
and UK diplo
mats

Since the start
of the war
n 2011, at least
13.1 million peo-
ple have roquired
humanitarian
asistance, 6m of
whom are infer
nally displaced
said Dr Shaikh Abdulla

A further Sm refugees have
crossed mternational borders, of
those approximately 3 6m have

civil

O
6)4%
17.0%
AR )
4w
%

Al et g e e i gy A A

@ A table showing the number of Syrian refugees in host countries

ID'MMI’O-M
at the event yesterday

landed in Turkey, a million
in Lebanon, over 650,000 in
nd over a million n the
1 Union.

These numbers are alarming
and portray the cnormous scale
of the crisia

He said the mwue surrounding
Syrian refugees continued to be
one of the most pressing topics.
which required global efforts
10 ensure their safe retum and
remtegration

he economies of Gireece

Sweden, Norway and many
other coumtnes have been
strained,” he added

Some would argue that

the politics of many Furopean
countries have shified irrevers.
ibly due 10 the migrant crisis,

21 September 2018
31 July 2018

24 September 2018
31 August 2018

31 August 2018

much of whom are Syrian
refugees

The reality is this s a
global humanitanian cri
sis, on a scale we have
not seen since the Second
World War or the partition
of India

He also explained the chal
lengos facing govemnments in
countening the humanitarian cry
sis such as ensuring the safety
of refugees

With the European Union
member cluctant  to
ncrease thew resettiement quo
s and the US lowering its
intake cap, it is evident that
donor fatigue is growing as »
challenge,” he added

During the opening session

Link

starts

establllsmg factor’ in region

We don't
intend 10 stay
forever and will

stay until we fin
ish our job with
Dacsh,” he said
He added that
diplomatic  and
cconomic  pres
sures on Syrian
President Bashar
Al Assad's
rogime and his
counterpart  in
Iran were work
ing, adding that
it will get worse
over ime
olicy on the Syrian ref
with cloarly rec
it was Assad's rogime
this as # used extreme
its own people.” said

Gulf Daity Nows
Friday, 6th September 2019

Mr Raybum, companng it with the
Holocaust and the Rwandan genocide

Tt is the worst atrocities of the 21wt
century

The Synan government should stop
being & killing machine against its
poople

The US policy is that Syrian refis
goes will witimutely retum home in &
safe voluntary and dgnificd manner

Also attending yesterday s workshop
Reprosentative for

i ngden, who told the

GDN that Syria has become an “incred
ibly complex international and regsonal
problem

'We sec an evolution of & civil war
10 a regional conflict and we see lran
projecting its mfluence in a very dest
atulising and unhelpful way,” he sad

The UK government along with its
Gulf partnrs are rightly critical to that
kind of activity

Yorey
1 el

lAdemmmmmmm

of the workshop, Dr Shaikh
Abdulla  also  highlighted
Bahraim's commument in aswst
ing Syrians under the direct
orders of His Majesty King
Hamad - adding that the Royal
Charity Organisation has st up
schools and hospetals along with
wells for clean drnking water n
refugee camps

Bahrain has also donsted
$20m 10 the refugee cause and
continues 10 work with UN
agencies and NGOs 1o find a

humanitarian solution
In Jordan, Bahrain has ll\nll

ing of four scparate
that collectively teach 9,600
students, and dug water wells,
said Dr Shaikh Abdulla

Hospitals have alwo been

built by Baheain, as well as
3,000 housing units
Bahrain s always ready

and willing to stand by the
Syrian refigees
Another speaker at the event
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