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The European Union’s Experi-
ence and Post-Brexit Challenges
Lessons learned for the Arab

Gulf states
Dr. Ashraf Mohammed Keshk "
English Abstract

This study deals with the experience of the
European Union, one of the regional security
organizations stipulated in the United Na-
tions Charter in Chapter VIII, in terms of the
emergence, development, institutional struc-
ture and its interpretation within the theories
of political systems. In addition to analyzing
the features, that distinguishes it from other
regional organizations, and illuminating
some of the main challenges facing it, espe-
cially in the post-Brexit phase, as well as ad-
dressing the most important lessons learned
for the Arab Gulf states as part of their efforts
to develop the Cooperation Council for the

Arab Gulf States.

The study concluded with three main
findings:

First: The experience of the European Union
is unique among similar regional security
organizations. Although it started as an eco-

nomic bloc, it was aiming at the same time

1 Director of the Strategic and International Studies Program
and Editor-in-Chief of DERASAT journal

to achieve security and political goals. Which
were achieved through several successive
treaties throughout the history of that sys-
tem, eventually resulting in establishing a
common European identity, while preserv-
ing the sovereignty of each country.
Second: Like other regional security expe-
riences, the European Union faces many
challenges given the divergence of interests
among its member states in terms of the
decision-making mechanisms and the lead-
ership of the union, as well as economic and
security challenges, not the least of which
is the illegal immigration. However, despite
this, the Union possesses mechanisms that
helps in facing these challenges with a spirit
of solidarity within its member states.

Third: Despite the challenges facing that sys-
tem, it is witnessing an evolution regarding
collective cooperation, especially on the se-
curity level. Such as the defense cooperation
document signed in 2017 by 23 European
countries, the establishment of a force to con-
front crises outside the European system in
2018, as well as the proposal of French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron for the establishment
of a unified European army. Furthermore, the
treaty of cooperation and integration between
France and Germany in 2019, as well as the
growing role of the European Union towards
maritime security, whether in the Mediterra-

nean or the Horn of Africa.
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Employing technology in modern finan-
cial transactions: general principles, and
a case study on the Kingdom of Bahrain
during the Corona virus crisis

Dr. Omar Al-Ubaydli”

English Abstract

This study aims to analyze one of the most
prominent areas of technology employment
in peaceful areas, namely financial trans-
actions, by studying the nature of general
trends in technology and financial transac-
tions in many countries in the world and
how they have developed throughout his-
tory up to the present time in areas related
to financial transactions, while providing
reasons for explaining that transformation
and its results, in addition to focusing on the
experience of the Kingdom of Bahrain as a
case study on how technology can be used
in financial transactions during crises such as
the corona pandemic.

The study concluded with three main
findings:

First: Despite the tremendous opportunities
provided by technology in terms of digitiz-
ing financial transactions, which the study
explained in detail, at the same time it is not
without risks, not the least of which is the

potential for terrorist groups to employ the

1 Director of studies and research department in Derasat

same technology for illegal practices, in ad-
dition to the fact that bank data remains vul-
nerable to a large degree of risk, as it can be
easily penetrated by these terrorist groups,
despite the precautionary measures taken
by many countries.

Second: At a time when all countries of the
world, including the Arab Gulf states, are
witnessing an accelerated shift towards digi-
tizing all aspects of life, including financial
transactions, there may be a need for more
legislation that regulates these transactions
to achieve a balance between preserving the
privacy of citizens’ data while at the same
time preserving the national security of
countries, which has become greatly threat-
ened by the modern technological revolu-
tion. In addition, it is necessary to provide
the opportunity for citizens of all age groups
to use this technology.

Third: Despite the increase in the frequency
of electronic financial transactions in the
Kingdom of Bahrain during the Corona pan-
demic, this crisis did not start this change.
Rather, the crisis revealed the importance
of establishing a distinct electronic structure
not only as a requirement for implementing
sustainable development plans, but for em-

ploying it during similar crises.
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The impact of technology on
modern warfare: drones as a

model
Dr. Hassanein Tawfiq Ibrahim"

English Abstract

This study aims to analyze the employment
of modern technology in the military field
and its implications on the course of the cur-
rent regional conflicts. Unmanned drones,
which are not only a formidable security
challenge to the national security of states,
but rather became an essential component

of state’s military power.

The study concluded with three main

findings:

First: At a time where the use of drones is in-
creasing in the current conflicts, whether by
states or non-state actors, it is difficult to de-
termine the responsible entity behind these
drones’ attacks and the resulting losses and
damages. This is especially true when there are
civilian victims and damages to vital installa-
tions. These instances require the international
community to give the matter greater impor-
tance, through the passage of legislations crim-

inalizing the use of this type of aircraft.

1 Professor of political science at Zayed University and Cairo

University

Second: All indications confirm that the pro-
duction of this type of aircraft will increase in
the future at an accelerating pace, given the
possibility of using them in conflicts while
obscuring the entity deploying it. This will
make drones one of the areas of military
competition between major powers in the

next few decades.

Third: Given the growing importance of
these aircrafts, all countries of the world will
reconsider their military doctrine, giving the
so-called “asymmetric wars” more impor-

tance
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Challenges of transferring tech-

nology to the Arab Gulf states
Dr. Nadia Saadeddin"”
English Abstract

This study aims to analyze the challenges
facing the Arab Gulf states in their pursuit
of technology transfer, by first addressing
the reasons for the Gulf countries interest in
technology transfer, especially those related
to the implementation of sustainable de-
velopment plans that rely heavily on digital
transformation, in addition to the fact that
technology has become an area for com-
petition at both regional and global levels.
In addition to being a strategic necessity to

achieve balance with neighboring countries.

The study concluded with three main
findings:

First: The Arab Gulf states attach great im-
portance to the issue of technology trans-
fer, which is reflected in many indicators,
including those related to smart cities or by
directing their interest to space, as well as the
contribution of technology to achieving food

security for the Arab Gulf states.

Second: The Arab Gulf states face many

challenges in their endeavors to transfer

1 Writer and Researcher in Political Science, Jordan

technology, whether human or financial, in
addition to the absence of international laws
that regulate the transfer and protection of
technology, as well as the monopoly of tech-

nology by the major countries.

Third: With the importance of the efforts
made by the Arab Gulf states regarding tech-
nology transfer, whether at the institutional
or legislative level, they still need additional
measures within an integrated strategy that
takes into account the keenness to provide
human resources and the necessary financial
allocations and stimulate the private sector
to engage in investment in that field, in addi-
tion to developing the educational system to
support the achievement of the goal of local-

izing technology over the coming decades.
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Eastern Mediterranean conflict:

A study of the implications of
gas discoveries on the complex-

ity of foreign policy interactions
Dr .Khadeja Arfa?

English Abstract

This study aims to analyze the factors and
causes of the escalation of the conflict in the
eastern Mediterranean, which vary between
factors that create and others that drive the
conflict, in addition to trying to determine
the most important results that this conflict
will have on regional security and the future
paths of that conflict, especially in light of the
presence of a large number of players at the
regional and global levels, and a large mix
of interests, which means the emergence of
polarizations and counter polarizations, the
effects of which will not be temporary, but

may extend toyears to come.

The study concluded with three main

findings:

First: While recognizing the importance that
explains the escalation of regional conflicts
and crises in this way, the most important

of them is the power vacuum that provides

1 Researcher in international relations, Egypt

opportunities for external interventions in
these conflicts and then fueling and prolong-

ing them.

Second: The conflict in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean provides an example for the overlap-
ping levels of national, regional, and global
security, which means that the countries
around world need to think about new
mechanisms to manage these crises to en-
sure that they do not deviate from the usual
borders towards military confrontations that
represent a threat to both regional and glob-

al security.

Third: The conflict reaffirmed a dilemma fac-
ing both global and regional security, which
is the absence of an international force can
bind states regarding respecting the rules of
international law on the seas represented by
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the

Law of the Sea.
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